THE CHIEF EXECUTIVE

But aside from the social prestige that goes
with the office, the President's word counts
officially for much. In connection with leg-
islation in the United States, the chief execu-
tive, the President, recommends whatever
legislation he pleases; and, what is perhaps
of even more consequence, if he disapproves
of any legislation that has passed through
Congress, he may veto it. If he does, it takes
a two-thirds vote of the two houses to carry a
bill over his veto. In certain instances it
will be found that the President's will can
thus be thwarted; but such instances are very
rare. In a very direct way, then, the chief
executive may affect social welfare through
his influence upon legislation.

Many writers on political science have called
attention to the fact that in countries with a
parliamentary form of government like that of
Great Britain or of France, the chief active
executive, the Prime Minister, is regularly
a member of one of the legislative bodies and
that his Cabinet is made up of men selected
from the legislature. In consequence, it is
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